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Background

For decades kidney transplantation is 

considered to be absolutely superior to 

chronic dialysis in treating patients with 

end-stage renal disease.  

The aim of this presentation: to present 

some arguments that it may not be so. 



Outline: dialysis vs. transplantation 

(adult patients)
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Summary: Inherent problems of kidney

transplantation, achievements of

hemodialysis



Patient survival: dialysis vs. 

transplantation
It is difficult to compare survival between dialysis 
and transplant patients

Younger and healthier dialysis patients are 
selected, and enrolled for transplantation, after  
intensive diagnostic and therapeutic work-up 
(cardiovascular, infective, malignant issue) 

Brenner: The Kidney ï80-ies and 90-ties: Age 
and health matched patients ïno difference in 
survival

Randomized trials are not possible

We rely on observational studies


